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Grand Council of the Crees (Eeyou/Eenou Istchee)
Grand Conseil des Cris (Eeyou/Eenou Istchee)

Ard/Aos NVELIA
CREE REGIONAL AUTHORITY
ADMINISTRATION REGIONALE CRIE

2 Lakeshore Road
Nemaska (Quebec) JOY 380
Tel.: (819) 673-2600 Fax: (B19) 673-2606 E-mail: cree@cra.qc.ca
http://www.gcc.ca

Via Email: aiserhoff@agcc.ca

April 5, 2013

Deputy Grand Chief Ashley Iserhoff

Chairperson

James Bay Advisory Committee on the Environment
383, rue Saint-Jacques, bureau C-220

Montreal (Quebec) H2Y 1N9

Re: Proposed mandate by Environment Minister Blanchet to BAPE concerning
uranium industry in Québec

Dear Deputy Grand Chief Iserhoff:

| am writing to you in your capacity as Chairperson of the James Bay Advisory
Committee on the Environment.

As you are aware, the issue of uranium exploration and uranium mining activities in
Eeyou Istchee is a matter of pressing concern for the Cree Nation. At the Annual
General Assembly in August 2012, the Cree Nation enacted a permanent moratorium on
all uranium exploration, mining and waste emplacement activities in Eeyou Istchee. The
Grand Council, the Cree Regional Authority and | were instructed to take all necessary
and appropriate steps to ensure the full and immediate recognition and implementation
of this permanent moratorium.

Last week, on March 28, 2013, the Minister of Sustainable Development, Environment,
Wildlife and Parks Yves-Frangois Blanchet announced that he intends to mandate the
Bureau d'audiences publiques sur I'environnement (BAPE) to conduct a generic inquiry
and consultation concerning the uranium sector in Québec, including in Eeyou Istchee.
Minister Blanchet stated that the inquiry mandate would be conducted “in collaboration”
with the review committees and advisory committees provided for in the JBNQA.
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The Grand Council of the Crees takes the position that without the prior consent of the
Crees, the BAPE does not have jurisdiction to conduct any inquiry or consultation
activities in Eeyou Istchee. The JBACE is constituted by the JBNQA as the official and
preferential forum for such activities by responsible governments in relation to the
environmental and social protection regime in the territory. The jurisdiction of the JBACE
includes the inquiry and consultation activities that the Minister plans to include in the
mandate to the BAPE, and there is no authority for the Government of Quebec to depart
from the approach required under the JBNQA without the consent of the Crees. It is
therefore the position of the Grand Council that the mandate that the Minister plans to
confer on the BAPE would constitute a violation of the JBNQA, since the consent of the
Crees has not been sought or given. The Grand Council intends to take all necessary
steps to ensure that Cree rights are fully respected in relation to this issue.

In this context, it is the position of the Grand Council/CRA that any discussions or
planning between the JBACE and the MDDEFP and/or the BAPE regarding the role of
the JBACE in the inquiry concerning the uranium sector is at this point premature, as the
fundamental issues relating to treaty rights of the Crees must first be addressed.
Accordingly, pending a satisfactory resolution of this issue on a nation-to-nation basis
between the Crees and Quebec, the CRA representatives on the JBACE will not be
participating in or facilitating such discussions.

| would appreciate if you would ensure that this letter is circulated to all members of the
JBACE, so that all are aware of the position of the Grand Council/CRA in respect of this
issue.

Sincerely,

T

Dr. Matthew Coon Come
Grand Chief

cc:  Mr. Marc Jetten, JBACE Executive Secretary
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